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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 2 August 2010 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 PCSO Mike Butler 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 
146. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
147. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
148. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 5 July 2010 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 133.  Golden Jubilee Park Development replace 29 June with 29 

July. 
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149. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Minutes of the following Committee meetings be received: 
 

Planning held on 5 July 2010  
Finance and General Purposes held on 29 July 2010. 
 

(2) the Finance and General Purposes Committee recommendation contained 
in Minute No. 31 (e) Golden Jubilee Park – Tenders received, as follows, 
be not agreed and attempts be made to acquire lower quotations: 

 
“the Council be RECOMMENDED in the interest of value for money to 
take no further action to replace the gates and posts until such time 
that, through wear and tear, they require replacement.”  
 

(3) the Finance and General Purposes Committee recommendation contained 
in Minute No. 31(g) Golden Jubilee Park – Annual Playground Inspection, 
as follows, be agreed and quotations be obtained for the work involved: 

 
“the Council be RECOMMENDED to consider replacing the safety 
surfaces in the Park.”  
 

(4) Councillor B Kerr’s views on the proposed Bus Stop Upgrades in Saughall 
(Finance and General Purposes Committee Minute No. 30(o)/2010) be 
noted as follows: 

 
 Comments 
 
 The Traffic Accident Unit should be consulted regarding formalising stop 

ref CH1427 Hermitage Road, Aspen Grove as it is a priority. 
 
 The Parish Council will need to give consideration to whether it wants a 

new shelter at the terminus as it had to remove the last one. 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council be requested to include Parish 

Councillors when arranging site meetings. 
 

150. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 31 July 2010 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had presided over the Parish Council Surgery 

held at the Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute.  She informed that 
most people she had spoken to were concerned about rumours circulating 
regarding the future use of The Ridings Infants School. 
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(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 4 September 2010 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to preside over the next 

Parish Council Surgery on Saturday, 4 September 2010 to be held during 
the Farmers’ Market at the Vernon Institute between 10 and 10:45am. 

 
151. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PCSO Mike Butler, who was attending his last meeting as a PCSO, 

presented his report on crimes committed and anti-social behaviour that 
had occurred in the village since the last Council meeting held on 5 July 
2010 as follows:  

 
 Crimes 
 

• On 31 July a vehicle had been stolen from an address on Hermitage 
Road.  It was later found in Chester and recovered.  Investigations were 
ongoing to establish who was responsible.   

• On 19 July there had been a report of shoplifting.  The offender had 
been caught and arrested. 

• On 13 July a theft from a till was reported but the offender had not been 
caught. 

• On 28 July graffiti was reported on a wall on Church Road. 
• There had been two fuel theft drive offs. 

 
 Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) 
 
 Since the last Parish Council meeting there had been two reports of youth 

ASB reported in the village. 
 
 Other 
 

• The Saughall Mile Event on Saturday, 17 July 2010 had gone without 
incident. 

• The PCSO had given youths, taking part in the Saughall Fun Week, a 
Talk. 

• On 29 and 30 July the PCSO had opened the Scout Hut to the local 
youth population of Saughll and had postcoded 18 bicycles and on both 
days had held successful football events in the Park. 

• Over the last couple of months the PCSO had been liaising with the 
local youth population on what they would like to see in the village.  
Their realistic ideas were as follows: 
• Goal net for the goal in the Park.  This had now been acquired. 
• Basketball net on the basketball hoop next to the Scout Hut 
• A bin next to the bench behind the goal at the top of the car park in 

the Park 
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• A light on the side of the Scout Hut which would illuminate the hard 
play surface.  The youths were willing to contribute to the costs, 
preferably on a pay as you go basis. 

• Skate/bike ramps in the Park and it was suggested that these ramps 
could be stored at an address on Long Lane.  A letter of support 
was presented and read out. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) PCSO Mike Butler be thanked for his informative report and wished him 
well in his future career with the Police;  and 

 
(2) the youth’s ideas and the content of the letter presented be given 

consideration at the next meeting of the Council. 
 
(b) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Coordinator, 

detailed low level crime and anti-social activity that had taken place over 
the last few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• Problems with signage at the Parkgate Road/Long Lane junction and 

Fiddlers Lane. 
• Trespassers at Kays Nursery. 
• Two issues involving a white van that may be linked. 
• A lot of intelligence items had been received and were being dealt with. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had been successful in its bid to Cheshire Community Action for 
£750 to assist the Play Scheme which had been run in the first week of the 
School holidays.  It had been an overall success and it was thought that it 
would be held again next year.  It had cost approximately £1,000, as two 
members of staff had to be employed for the duration of the Scheme but 
some of the equipment purchased could be used again and the Team 
intended to raise funds as well. 

 
 The Team would disband after the next meeting as the three years funding 

would have run out.  A balance sheet would be provided in due course so 
Members could see how the money had been spent.  A new Co-ordinator 
would be appointed but most Team members wished to continue on a 
voluntary basis. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her informative report. 
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(d) Police Question Time – Thursday, 15 July 2010 at 7pm, Civic Hall, Civic 
Way, Ellesmere Port. CH65 0BE 

 
 Councillors WI Humphrey and A Warrington had attended this event and 

informed that it had been run with a much improved format.  There had 
been a question and answer session with conclusions.   

 
 The opportunity had been taken to make the Council’s views regarding 

PCSO Mike Butler’s replacement to the Assistant Chief Constable. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

152. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER:  FINAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
 The Clerk reported that the Local Government Boundary Commission for 

England had published its final recommendations for ward arrangements in 
Cheshire West and Chester, increasing the number of councillors by three to 
75 serving 46 wards. 

 
 An order would be laid before Parliament in October and the 

recommendations could either be accepted or rejected. If accepted the new 
electoral arrangements would come into force at the next Council elections in 
May next year. 

 
 The Boundary Commission’s Recommendations could be found at 

www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/north-west/cheshire/cheshire-west-_and_-
chester-electoral-review. 

 
 This followed the publication of draft recommendations in November 2009 and 

months of consultation with local representatives and communities. 
 
 The review had been designed to enhance electoral equality; community 

identities; and efficient and convenient local government. 
 
 It was recommended that of the Cheshire West and Chester Council wards: 

22 would be single member wards; 19 would be two-member wards and five 
would be three-member wards. 

 
 This differed from the draft recommendations which advocated 20 single-

Member wards, 17 two-Member wards and seven three Member wards. 
 
 The proposed ward arrangements had been altered in the draft 

recommendations.  The reactions to the proposals were mixed. 
 
 Following a short consultation, there had been a number of boundary changes 

impacting on Saughall and Mollington, Elton and Little Neston and Burton. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
153. PARISH STREET ORDERLY SCHEME 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported on the proceedings of a meeting held on Monday, 

26 July 2010 between representatives of the Council and Officers of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council.  Unfortunately, the Officers who had attended had 
no authority to renegotiate the street cleaning grant.  If the Council was still 
minded to renegotiate, a formal request would need to be made to Simon 
Lammond. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr also reported that Simon Lammond had made a 

presentation on the Street Orderly Scheme at a recent Overview and Scrutiny 
event at Chester Town Hall and the Community and Environment Executive 
Member, Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Lynn Riley, who had been in 
attendance, had stated that she was not going to withdraw the grant.  If there 
was to be a change in her stance, parish councils would need to be informed 
before they set their budgets for 2011/12. 

 
 It was noted that Cheshire West and Chester Council wanted to streamline its 

service and stamp out duplication.  It was also noted that there was also 
elements of duplication in respect of the Street Scene Team and this Council’s 
Litter Picking contractor that would be addressed e.g. disposal of litter 
collection. 

 
 Attention was then drawn to the standard of street cleaning which had 

improved under the administration of the new principal authority.  However, 
there was a problem regarding road sweeping.  It was not always possible to 
get the gutters swept properly because the sweeper often came into the 
village early in the morning when there were a lot of parked cars on the 
roadside.  Also, the Parish Council was never informed when they would 
receive this service.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to Executive Member for Resources, 

Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Les Ford (copying in Simon 
Lammond) formally requesting an opportunity to renegotiate the Council’s 
Street Cleaning Grant.  

 
154. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 
 The Finance and General Purposes Committee had discussed this matter in 

detail.  There was nothing further to report until after the Field Committee had 
met. 
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155. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 The Youth Club was closed for the summer.  Councillor Mrs H Thorniley-Jones 

reported that an Aspergers Group was being allowed to use the facilities. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
156. THE NEW SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER INFANT AND 

JUNIOR SCHOOLS 
 

(a) All Saints Primary School 
 
 PCSO informed that he would write to the Headteacher asking her to send 

parents a letter to discourage them from using motor vehicles to drop off 
and pick up their children.  He also told the Council that the walking bus 
was expected to continue.  Attempts would be made to try and revive it and 
include it in the School’s Travel Plan. 

 
 The Council was informed that Cheshire West and Chester Council was 

currently undertaking CCTV camera enforcement outside of some schools 
in the Ellesmere Port area where problems had been reported with 
vehicles stopping on zigzag school entrance markings.  This was to help 
ensure the safety of pedestrians and in particular children, by discouraging 
indiscriminate parking in the area outside school entrances.  It was 
proposed to extend this initiative to schools in the Chester area, and in 
order to enable enforcement to take place it was proposed to introduce a 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to prohibit stopping on the markings 
between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday. 

 
 The Headteacher at All Saints Church of England Primary School had 

been notified of the proposal, and it was the intention to review conditions 
outside the other schools to determine if entrance markings were 
appropriate. 

 
 The Council was asked for its comments on this proposal. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received and the Council will continue to monitor the 
situation;  and 

 
(2)  the proposal by Cheshire West and Chester Council to introduce a TRO 

as set out above be supported. 
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(b) The Former Ridings Community Infant School Building 
 
 There was still no progress to report.  Cheshire West and Chester Council 

would be submitting an application for outline planning permission at some 
stage but the detail was not known yet. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) The Proposal to Use the “Church Hall” for Community Use 
 
 There was still no progress to report.  The Clerk had still not been informed 

whether the planning application to erect a new brick outer face to the 
south-facing elevation of the existing building, following part-demolition, 
and insertion of a window had been successful.  The correct procedure in 
planning terms had been followed and Members were pleased the building 
would not be demolished. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
157. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Housing Strategy and Enabling 

Manager had informed that her Council had re-looked at the Lodge Lane site 
in Saughall to again explore the principle of developing affordable housing.  
Consequently, through an external tender process it was looking to assess the 
potential to provide an affordable housing scheme which would aim to comply 
with the Code for Sustainable Homes Level 6.  A code level 6 scheme was 
currently the highest achievable level for residential buildings and so worked 
along the principles of a carbon zero scheme i.e. the scheme could include 
elements such as very high insulation levels, rainwater harvesting, potential 
generation of electricity on site (e.g. Photo Voltaic cells), specialist heating 
systems, and solar gain.  If it was possible to develop such a scheme then the 
Council could see this was a real coup for both Cheshire West and Chester 
and more importantly Saughall as currently there was no other scheme or 
development across the borough which came any near this type of 
exceptionally high level. 

 
 There was however a long way to go with this initiative, including community 

consultation, planning permission and funding, so the process at the moment 
was very much about establishing the feasibility of developing such a scheme.  
Therefore, an advert had been placed within the Estates Gazette with a 
closing date of 20 August 2010 and together with the brief asked interested 
parties to express their interest in delivering such a scheme.  It was likely that 
the principle authority would wish to engage with the Parish Council when it 
had received the expressions of interest and knew the type, detail and nature 
of any proposals. 
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 Representative Members had met with David Soothill of the Chester and 
District Housing Trust on Thursday, 29 July 2010 to receive information on the 
scheme the Trust was proposing.  It had been a good meeting and if the Trust 
was successful with its bid it would consult further with a view to submitting a 
planning application. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the progress with the affordable housing initiative in Saughall be noted. 
 
158. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 
 Hermitage Road 
 
 It was reported that Hermitage Road was expected to be closed for gas main 

repairs in the middle of August 2010.  There had also been a problem with 
slurry at the Peg. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
159. NUISANCE YOUTH ACTIVITY 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported on problems caused by youngsters playing 

football between numbers 40 and 64 Darlington Crescent.  The football had 
been kicked into gardens and had damaged flowers. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this matter be brought up with Chester and District Housing Trust during 

the next Estate Walkabout. 
 
160. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE – PROPOSED ELECTRICITY 

SUB STATION 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar declared a personal interest in this item of 

business because as a Member of Cheshire West and Chester Council hi 
might sit on the Planning Committee to determine the planning 
application. 

 
 It was reported that the developers of the Wain House site wanted to build a 

sub station close to parishioner’s houses.  At the Planning Committee 
meeting, held earlier that evening, representations had been received from six 
local residents who considered it inappropriate for this development to be 
located so close to their houses.  They had informed that they would be 
sending their objections to the Planning Authority and to their Ward 
Councillors. 

 
 Consequently, the Committee had also objected to the proposed development 

for the same reasons as the local residents. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
161. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
 
 There was nothing to report on this at the moment.  A decision was awaited. 
 
162. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the VIMC was expected to hold a 

meeting in August 2010 with the intention of formulating a Five Year Plan of 
Action.  Various proposals were being floated and approaches considered. 

 
 The Farmers’ Market continued but a complaint had been made that it had not 

been publicised in the latest Parish Newsletter.  The Clerk was adamant that 
she had not received the organiser’s copy despite her sending a reminder and 
extending the deadline for receipt. 

 
 It was reported that the Clock tower would be renovated along with the outside 

of the building and financial arrangements would need to be clarified along 
with the Council’s responsibilities. 

 
 It had generally been agreed that there should be a Ceremony in Saughall on 

Remembrance Sunday this year but no one had agreed to lead on this.  The 
Vicar and the British Legion would need to be contacted.  It was agreed that 
this presented a good opportunity for the three churches to work together. 

 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That the reports be noted and the actions needed as set out above be taken. 
 
163. SAUGHALL SPORTS DAY – SATURDAY, 17 JULY 2010 
 
 Councillor Mrs H Thorniley-Jones informed that the Sports Day event had 

gone well and £3,000 had been raised.  The Rotary Club was asking people to 
submit written requests for funding for projects/good causes, etc.  She also 
thanked all those who had helped on the day and in particular PCSO Mike 
Butler and Councillor WI Humphrey. 

 
164. ODD JOBS 
 
 Members were reminded that more quotations were required before a decision 

was made on who would repair the bus shelter on the Parkgate Road. 
 
 It was identified that more dog fouling notices and bins were needed in certain 

areas of the village.  Councillor RA Storrar agreed to find out who, at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council, was the appropriate contact for this and tell the 
Clerk. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and the actions detailed above be carried out. 
 
165. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2009/10 
 
 The Clerk reported that the 2009/10 Accounts had been audited 

satisfactorily and had been signed off by the External Auditor. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the satisfactory completion of the 2009/10 Audit of the Council’s 

Accounts be noted. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 5 July 2010: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
 (Finance Training for Internal Auditor) 30.00 102404 
 Audit Commission (External Audit Fees) 470.00 103405 
 Mrs JM Young (Chairman’s Allowance) 1,000.00 103406 
 CEBRAS (Newsletter Delivery) 20.00 102407 
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67 102408 
 Wirral Borough Council (Printing and Postage) 105.45 102409 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 474.75 102410 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 35.00 102411 
 NWN Media Ltd (Newsletter Delivery) 38.38 102412 
  
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following receipts be noted: 
  £ 
  
 Saughall Millennium Committee 276.69 
   
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
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166. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings: 

 
• NALC Conference and Exhibition – “Come and learn about good 

practice and innovation!” Friday, 2 July 2010, Marriot Bristol Central 
Hotel, Bristol and Thursday, 9 September 2010, The Royal York Hotel, 
York. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 
• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Annual Meeting 0n Thursday 

21 October 2010, 6.30-9.00pm at Middlewich Civic Hall. 
 
 An update on the 2009 Annual Meeting Motions was provided for 

Members’ information. 
 
 Councillors WI Humphrey, B Kerr and Mrs JM Young 
 

(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings: 
 

• Zurich - Local Council Advisory Service Annual Health and Safety 
Seminars 2010 – Winsford Lifestyle Centre at 9.30pm on Thursday, 8 
July 2010. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had discovered that the 

Council would not benefit from her attendance at this Seminar so she 
did not go. 

 
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Rural West Area Partnership 

Board on Friday, 23rd July, 2010 at 2.00 pm at a venue to be agreed. 
 
 The details of Parish Council Area Programme Board Representatives 

had been provided for Members’ information. 
 
  No Member had attended this meeting to represent the Council. 
 
• Rural West Participatory Budget Event on Wednesday, 7 July 2010 at 

6:30pm to 9:00pm at Tarvin Community Centre. 
 
 This had been a well run event and had informed of new ways of 

providing grant aid. 
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• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee – Town and Parish Council Review, Chester Town Hall – 
7:00pm on Wednesday, 14 July 2010 

 
 Members didn’t think they were being listened to when they attended 

this event.  Street Cleaning and Double Taxation had been discussed. 
 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum on Wednesday, 21 July 2010 at 

6:30pm at The Oaks, Long Green, Barrow, Chester.  CH3 7JU 
(Councillor Johnson’s House.) 

 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported on the proceedings of this meeting.  

There had been a presentation on Rights of Way and a demonstration 
on barbecue safety by the Fire and Rescue Service.  Waste Officers 
had been in attendance to seek views on the proposal for a weekly 
household waste collection. 

 
 Further, Members were very unhappy that the Rural West Area 

Partnership Board meetings were never held in Saughall.  They 
consider this to be a serious matter.  Concerns had already been raised 
over the way, and reasons why, the venue had been changed from one 
in Saughall in July and the replies received had not been considered 
satisfactory.  It was reported that the next meeting would be held at 
Shell.  Saughall was part of a three Member Ward and it would seem 
that one area of it was not being taken into account when meeting 
venues were being determined. 

 
 It was agreed that the Clerk would make representations, ask 

when Saughall might host a meeting and report any response at 
the next meeting. 

 
• Consultation on Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 10 Year Capital 

Vision Event on Wednesday, 21 July 2010 between 8:45-10:30am at 
HQ Building, 58 Nicholas Street, Chester.  CH1 2NP 

 
 No Member attended this meeting to represent the Council. 
 

167. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 
 The Chairman had received an email from Sian Homer who was not happy 

with the play equipment for young children in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to invite Ms Homer to attend the next meeting to 

discuss her issues with Members. 
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168. EXEMPT INFORMATION - EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
The public interest test has been applied and favours exclusion. 

 
169. POWER OF WELLBEING 
 
 The Chairman reported that the Clerk had agreed to register for The 

Certificate in Local Council Administration and would put a portfolio together in 
an attempt to obtain it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 


